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Memories of Justin Krominga : 

 

We lived on what most people may remember as the Emil 

Anderson farm on 
County Road 153.  It 

was one of the farms 
with a long drive-

way.   We lived north of 

the Samuelson’s with 
the Martinson’s be-

tween us.  Joanne Mar-
tinson was one grade 

ahead of Allen and me. 

I walked to school most 
of the time but since 

Samuelson’s lived far-
ther away, Arnold usu-

ally brought Allen and 
they would pick me up 

at the end of our long 

driveway or along the 
way especially during 

the winter.   (a com-
ment here from Ruth - - I remember my parents talking 

about how bundled up Justin was during the wintertime he 

would literally roll down that hill in their driveway) Beryl 
Martinson was one of our teachers so she would bring Jo-

anne and there were no others boys of our age that went 
to district 25 from that direction. 
 

The teacher while I was in the “big room” was Lyle Smith 
and he was terrific. 
 

One year, besides the usual garter snakes, there were lots 
of red bellied snakes and all the rest of the kids thought 

they were poisonous. Of course Allen (Sam) and I knew 
better and we would just pick them up to show everybody 

they were harmless but I don't think we ever convinced 

anyone else, especially not the girls. 
 

Joanne Martinson was a great friend and was by far our 

closest neighbor so we played a lot together. She had a 
Shetland pony and we farmed with horses, one of which I 

rode a lot bareback.  Joanne often came on her pony and 
we rode horse together.  I think my horse was actually 

Prince but I called him "butcher knife" because he had 

such a sharp backbone; not a lot of fun to ride bare-

back!  One time I put 3 or 4 garter snakes in the handle 

bars of Joanne's bike, told her there was something wrong 
with her bike, convinced her to look into one end of the 

bars while I blew into the other end and the snakes came 
flying out!!!  I do not 

believe I ever apolo-

gized so if she comes to 
the reunion, I will finally 

do so.  I was complete-
ly in love with Joanne 

but she was a whole 
year older than me (a 

generation gap in those 

days) so I never even 
dated her in high 

school.   Also her dad 
Walter gave me my 

haircuts with just a 

hand clippers which 
pinched like the dick-

ens. 
 

We moved from Hay-

land to Bogus Brook 
during March of my 5th grade year. 

Ruth Bolz Oss, District 25, years ending 47-55: 

 

Little Room teachers I can remember were Ber-

yl  Martinson, Dorothy Gaust, and Mrs. John-

son. 

 Mrs. Johnson had  two sons.  One  was 

named Milo.  Both sons went to MHS.  Mrs. 

Johnson sticks in my mind because the John-

sons  raised chickens on their farm.  We bought 

laying hens from her.  A red hen was in the mix with sort of 

checkered feathers.  She became my pet.  We called her Check 

the Chick.  I would go out to the field north of our house and 

pick up sod clods.  Check would follow behind and eat the 

worms.  She  was quite tame and would squat so I could pick her 

up.  I really loved that chicken.  We made quite a team. 

 When I was in 3rd grade some kids from district 46 

started coming to 25.  There was this boy who was in 4th grade 

that I sat behind.  He was interesting and I kind of liked what I 

saw. 

 After little room the teachers were Mrs. Wil-

liamson and Nate Sahlstrom, there were probably 

more but I don’t remember who.   Mrs. Wilkins would 

come from the little room to lead Music. 

1955 FFA KC trip : Allen Samuelson, Walter Lundberg , Jerry 

Youngberg, Ron Kasper, Justin Krominga, Mr. Ecklund 
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 One Christmas program I re-

member had Christmas songs and a Na-

tivity play.  We had a play that involved 

people talking about the new Pastor who 

came to town.  I walked to the window 

and said here he comes now and look at 

all those children: 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 -  5.  I 

guess it was too realistic because little 

Butchy Broberg ran from the audience, 

jumped up on stage, and ran to the win-

dow to see them all.  That brought down 

the house and we never did finish the 

play.  It was time for Santa. 

 I can honestly say I would have 

liked my own children to have had the 

experience of country school.  We got a 

great education and I got a great hus-

band out of the deal.  That boy I sat be-

hind in the 3rd grade has been my hus-

band for the last 51 years.  Who could 

ask for anything more! 

 PS.  You can call me Ruth, you 

can call me Ruthy, but please please 

don’t call me Ruthann. 

1960 Hayland School Reunion: 

 The Haylanders put on a reun-

ion big enough to stop the trains.  They 

showed up in Droves.  Members of the 

1901 original class were present..  The students from 1901 to 

1935 were listed.  The teachers were listed.  A dozen of the for-
mer teachers were present.  Many of us still remember Rodney 

Sahlstrom as our HS Chemistry teacher.  Well, he had an ele-

mentary school teacher life before HS.  Bill  

told about a StCloud State Teachers Col-

lege Physics professor who gained his 

skills teahing in a country school.  Thet 

professor, Philip Youngner was still there 

to see me through my (John Oss) studies.  

He was extremely perceptive of when I 

needed help.  My God Father, Ted Teland-

er was an elementary school teacher at 

Whitney Brook.  He retired as head of  

adult corrections in the state of Minnesota.  

He was especially good handling the hard 

discipline cases.  Raymond Peterson who 

taught in district 46, was a WWII veteran 

who applied great sensitivity in bringing 

Dora Fisher, later Hatch on following the 

trama of burns from a house fire.  He re-

tired as Superintendent of Princeton HS.  

We, like the generations of students be-

fore us, were tremendously blessed by our 

country school system.  The schools were 

managed by those with greatest visibility, 

the parents and tax payers withing just a 

few miles of the schools.  Good produc-

tive schools were the result.  

Twelve Teachers present at the 1960 Reunion 

See identities in Newpaper Article on next page 
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The Times published an article with details.  They included a picture 

with Henry (Hank) Anderson, and Erick Broberg, among others.  These 

men were part of the Hayland backbone that was active in the 50s.  The 

founders of the school of 1901 were shown wise for the schools they 

established.  We, of succeeding generations, can take lessons from the 

experience of our community.  Perhaps we can apply those lessons in 

our times.  It will likely be unpopular to work at the application of those 

lessons, but our kids can reap the benefits of our efforts.   
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There is modern history to be written.  Histori-

cal write ups  are welcome.  Consider re-

searching the modern history in the Milaca 

Historical Society, plus whatever records may-

be carefully kept in boxes of records held in 

somebodies home. 
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There is modern history to be written.  Histori-

cal lists of teachers and students are welcome.  

Consider researching the modern history in 

the Milaca Historical Society, plus whatever 

records maybe carefully kept in boxes of rec-

ords held in somebodies home. 
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Hayland Country School Reunion 

% Laurel Anderson Fladmoe 

30826 138th Court NW 

Princeton, MN 55371   

 

Hayland School Reunion 2012 

Committee 
"Lee,  Ruth Samuelson" <h-

rlee@hotmail.com>,  "Nelson,  Georgia 

Dranselka" <Nelsongg39@gmail.com>,  

"Oss,  Ruth Bolz" <ruth@oss4us.com>,  

"Fladmoe,  Laurel Anderson" 

<laaf@windstream.net>,  "Oss,  John" 

<john.oss4us@gmail.com> 

——————————- 

We are collecting Hayland memo-

ries.   The first will be in  newslet-

ter form at the reunion. 

Three types of memories are obvi-

ous. School memories, communi-

ty, and biographical memories. 

1. School Memories: Teach-

ers, students, activities, help 

from friends and family 

2. Community Memories: 

Ladies Aid, 4H, Saw mills, 

fires and rebuilding, harvest 

time, elections, feelings about 

keeping country schools open. 

3. Biographical Memories: 

Impact of the school and com-

munity, occupations, faith, 

families, and service in mili-

tary, plus what you want to 

share. 

Mail, or give your memories  to 

John Oss.  Typed, written, record-

ed, or video are all OK.  They will 

be gathered and shared with who-

ever wishes a copy.  Downloads 

from the internet will be free.  

Postage and publishing costs will 

be known and advertised once the 

materials are assembled.  This 

news letter and following letters 

will form the main input to the as-

sembling of the memories. 

Editor: John Oss  (720-210-8056)  

7851 So Carr St, Littleton, CO 80128 

 

Assistant Editors are welcome.  The web 

site http://oss4us.com/

dist25.46.2012Reunion/  lists published, 

corrected, and draft news letters.  You can 

jump in during the drafting of a newsletter 

with emailed suggestions,  and material. 

 

Distribution List: "Fladmoe,  Laurel An-

derson" <laaf@windstream.net> 

Interval:  Weekly until memories stop 

arriving. 

Publication:  First addition of  paper for 

free, and via email. 

Subsequent additions by email, and by 

request with printing and postage charges. 

Memories Departments: School, Com-

munity, Biography 

Hayland Country School Reun-

ion, June 30, 2012 Newsletter 

http://oss4us.com/dist25.46.2012Reunion/
http://oss4us.com/dist25.46.2012Reunion/

